Digital Library Development: The View from Kanazawa edited by Deanna Marcum and Gerald George
2006, Westport, CT and London: Libraries Unlimited, 284pp, $68.00 hdbk, ISBN 1 59158244 X This collection of essays from participants at the Kanazawa Institute of Technology International Roundtable on Library and Information Science serves a variety of purposes, making it a versatile text to include in reading lists, particularly for postgraduate programmes in LIS and related areas.
Arranged around four themes, chapters are provided by a range of experienced academics and practitioners, tackling 'envisioning the future', 'facing major challenges', 'creating projects and programs', and 'developing digital libraries'. Along this thematic route the topics explored include the historical basis of digital libraries, digital technology, scholarship and the obstacles to digitization. Valuable descriptions of digital projects such as JSTOR are provided, and the experiences of particular American institutions are shared, illuminating many of the possibilities and also problems associated with such strategies.
What this all means for libraries and their future format and purpose is explored in the final four thoughtprovoking chapters. These generally point to the opportunities that are on offer, rather than any threats that digitization poses to information services.
Altogether, Digital Library Development is a powerful collection of opinions, ideas and professional speculation about this dynamic field, supported with a rich collection of examples. Although these are largely American in origin, they are no less valuable to researchers and practitioners in other countries. The book will provide the reader with not only an overview of developments to date, but also with a sense of contemporary development in the field. It will also support the LIS curriculum in a number of ways, certainly where digitization is studied per se, but also where collection management, library service development, or academic librarianship are taught as a specialism. This team of authors provides a valuable and much needed text which overviews the often complex topic of metadata in a very accessible and succinct manner. Divided into two sections, the book aims to establish 'metadata concepts and definitions' (Part 1) and to then review their 'impact on current and future collections and services' (Part 2). Part 1 will prove particularly useful for those responsible for introducing novices to this field, as it clearly establishes metadata as a range of approaches and schema used to structure information in order that it can be found, accessed, used and managed (particularly in a digital environment). It draws deeply upon the knowledge and expertise of the authors, and with examples it explores the relationship between metadata and the different communities it supports, thus also establishing that metadata does not just equate to Dublin Core. A rich collection of schema are overviewed, explained and considered in the context of their application and the communities they serve, and in the process their strengths and weaknesses and issues such as interoperability emerge.
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Metadata and its Impact on Libraries
Sadly, the second section of the book receives more scant attention, although it is still valuable. Some applications of metadata approaches are outlined, in the context of specific projects, but the overall feel is that the actual impact of metadata on libraries could have been investigated much further, particularly in Chapter 9, tackling, as it does, the impact of metadata specifically upon library services.
The book will prove most useful, then, to those interested in metadata approaches, and students of information organization, cataloguing and classification. Here it has strong potential to be included in reading lists. In terms of collection management a read would not be at
